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Was it ethical for Rahab to hide the Israelite spies and lie to the men sent by the king of Jericho? 
Joshua 2: 1-7. Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there.2 The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land.” 3 So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because they have come to spy out the whole land.”4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. 5 At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, they left. I don’t know which way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.” 6 (But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.) 7 So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut.

1-INTRODUCTION
Christians learn from family, church, society, friend, and educational institution to be trustworthy in everything. Sometimes, some of them are confused about right and wrong, ethical and unethical, moral and immoral. Moreover, our biblical principles make it clear about it acceptable and unacceptable, permissible and impermissible to do as Christians. Throughout the Biblical stories, we have read the biblical story of a lady by the name of Rahab who lied to the authorities of her country to save the life of Israelites spies. Some individuals may argue that it was the best appropriate behavior to adopt during that stressful situation and others may see it in different perspective. In order to understand whether or not her behavior towards both the spies and the messengers of the king of Jericho was ethical, we will look at the inspired book, the writings of Ellen Gould Write, and the academic works of some other scholars.
2-BODY
2-1.Definition of the word ethic
Before embarking in our topic, let us understand the word ethic itself in its fullest. The word ethic can be defined as a guide or a mirror that tells how humanity should lead, behave, and operate in the society. “Ethics investigates the questions "What is the best way for people to live?" and "What actions are right or wrong in particular circumstances?" In practice, ethics seeks to resolve questions of human morality, by defining concepts such as good and evil, right and wrong, virtue and vice, justice and crime”. Also, it teaches the moral principles and how to live a good life and helps distinguish between our rights and responsibilities, the language of right and wrong, what is wrong and bad, right and the moral decisions.  Ethics is the science of morality.  Its task is to examine the moral aspect of human nature and behavior, to clarify issues in moral decision making and moral dilemmas, and to facilitate formation of moral character. “In Micah 6:8 we find a helpful definition of morality.  It can be argued on the information found in that passage that morality asks four questions.
1.  What is good?  Not what is normal, legal or acceptable in a given culture, but rather, what is good.
2.  What is just?  Human beings are born with rights, to which they have God-given right.  Immoral conduct consists in denying these rights to our fellow human beings.
3.  What is kind?  Our relationships and our inter-human conduct must be kind and compassionate.
4.  The means we use to reach the above moral qualities must be carefully scrutinized.  God calls us to walk humbly with Him.
In its task to examine our morality, ethics asks the question "why?"  Why is a given action good rather than evil?  On what basis, or on whose authority can we rely to make sure that a certain decision does not create injustice in its wake?  Hence the fundamental importance of authority in ethics”. (Miroslav M. Kis)
 Needless to focus on all the major areas of ethic but we will go the applied ethic concerning what a person is obligated or permitted to do in a specific situation or a particular domain of action which is very applicable to the case of Rahab, the prostitute found in Joshua 2.
3-Secular view of ethic
Everyone has his or her way to view, understand, and analyze the decision of Rahab. They are even to judge and condemn her action. In the secularist view, her decision is based on logic, reason, and tuition. For this group Rahab did something that should be applauded and appreciated. There is nothing wrong in Rahab action to lie to save someone life. To the contrary, if she did not do what she did to help them escape; would have made her like someone who showed no mercy towards those spies in the midst of an imminent danger. In their view, her action may be considered as something very positive not negative compare to others who might see it as unacceptable.
4-Christian view of ethic
If the secular view is more lenient in appreciating Rahab action but the Christian view wants to analyze the behavior of Rahab on the basis of right and wrong, good and evil, and mostly what conforms to God’s character and what does not.
God takes lying very seriously but all humanity has the same problem we are all liars especially when occasion comes up to tell the truth the way it is without adding or taking anyting away from the reality. For the Christian view, sin has to be called by its name. Paul writes to the church at Rome “Let God be true through every one were a liar, as it is written.  “That you may be justified in your words, and prevail when you are judged” (Romans 3:4). It is human nature for us for me to lie but “God is not man, that He should lie, or  a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not fulfill it” (Number 23:19).  God, himself, declares in the 9th of the Ten Commandments that “You must not testify falsely against your neighbor” (Exodus 20:16). Therefore, God does not want any of His children to lie. In other words, God would not approve Rahab’s  decision to lie at all although the result of her lie may have a different interpretation , consideration, and significance in the eyes of God. 
As a matter of fact, The Lord has given us the general principles in the Pauline writings. Paul offers lists of virtues (Galatians 5:22-23; Philippians 4:8), which serve as models of good behavior; and of vices (1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Galatians 5:19-21; Romans 1:26-32), which serve as patterns of conduct to be avoided. 
In everything, all Christians are expected to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, which means Rahab had to keep the Christians principles and the moral values no matter what. The non-Christians or the atheists will not take advantages to criticize Rahab ‘s behavior. To this group, she has violated one of the Ten Commandments found in the Holy Bible. 
The story of Rahab is very similar to the Germans. As Jack Wellman stated in his article about the “Germans going door to door trying to find Jews who were hiding, those who were hiding the Jews lied to the soldiers”. Since we know that lying is a sin, “how would God feel about these people who were lying? Are there moral ethics that guide human conscience about when it is permissible and not permissible to lie? What are the implications of lying to save human life”?   Knowing that it is prohibited by the laws of God to lie, these same question are applicable for Rahab ‘s case.
5-Exposing someone’s life
Certainly, God‘s word prohibited His children. In fact, lying is considered not only a violation of the Inspired word but also it is viewed a sin in the society and especially around God’s believers.  The character of the Lord is love. It is said that “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life”.  (John 3:16)   Therefore, He would not take any pleasure in seeing others killing, destroying, and sacrificing His creatures under any circumstances. For  instance, her action is very common with some other examples in the Bible such as: “when Pharaoh ordered all the midwives to kill all of the Israelite male babies but the midwives conscience did not allow them to obey or execute Pharaoh ‘s order. When Pharaoh demanded explanation for their action, they all lied to him. (Exodus 2: 19) Was God angry with these midwives for this? Instead, the Bible tells us explicitly that God blessed the midwives for protecting those innocent children that Pharaoh wanted to eliminate and kill before they were even born. (Exodus 2:21). I doubt that the God we serve will take any pleasure in someone death. It have been very difficult for Rahad  to make such decision. For, in one hand, she had to remember the law of God that disapproves lying and on the other hand it is correct to save people life if needed. 
Without making or looking for excuses, Jack Wellman makes the significant statement that Rahad ‘ s experience is one of the examples where God allows someone to tell a lie because they are  protecting someone. When someone else’s life is in danger, lying is not sinful but actually the right thing to do however if a person lies to protect their reputation, to gain personal advantage,  to make themselves look better in the eyes of others or lies to cover up a wrong that they have done, then lying is absolutely sin”.
As we have earlier affirmed that the Bible is for Christians an invaluable source for moral guidance, conduct which mean we strongly support the law of God as our guidance and value human‘s life at the same time. No one has the right to take someone’s life.  Unfortunately, the devil has introduced sin into the world and put the children in a dilemma that even causes humanity to lose their eternal life. Every time, as human being, created in the image of God, choose to either harm or hurt someone, we need to remember that beautiful and significant biblical counsel that “Whatever we do for someone, we do it for the Lord”.  Matthew 25: 40.  This is another way of saying; Christians must leave the example of their Master by doing what is right for His bothers. In everything, Jesus must be our example. Whatever we do, we have to do it for the glory of the Lord.1 Corinthians 10:31.
6-Lying deliberately
In today’s society, people sleep and wake up with the lie on their lips. To that category, moral values have no meaning at all.  As long as those individuals get their way of any situation at any cost, they are comfortable with their behavior and attitude. What makes lying shameful is the fact that there is no   difference between religious and non religious individuals, Christians and non- Christians, believers and no- believers, readers and non-readers of the Holy Scripture. There are people who lie for any reason. By stating that argument that does not translate that Rahab was one of those people or she enjoyed lying to get her way. What I have seen in her action is somebody who wanted to save somebody but not for the ultimate purpose of satisfying her ego. She wanted to do what was right to her belief, which meant helping those men to escape to they could avoid death.
7-What does the Bible say about helping others?
In  the of Matthew chapter  25 verses 35-40 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.
During the entire ministry of Jesus, He did not lie to anyone around Him because He knew that He had to live by example in order to be successful in fulfilling the will of His Father. Those verses show clearly that Jesus Himself would have encouraged Rahab to save the lives of the spies. The Biblical story in John 8: 8-11 “A woman caught in adultery” that may not be similar with Rahab but has put  Jesus, at some point,  almost in the shoes of Rahab. Rahab, the prostitute understand quite well that was her way to practice the love that Jesus asks every human being to show for their neighbor regardless of their race, color, origin, and language.
Rahab may be labeled as a perverse but she shows that she has the love of God in her heart. And that is why; she chose to preserve the lives by lying to the men who were looking for the Israelite spies coming from the danger of losing or putting in jail. Today of us would have been afraid to help those two men out of fear of being killed, arrested, lost our family by the authorities of the countries but Rahab chose to put their lives before hers.
Acts 20:35-38 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive”. And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. And there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, being sorrowful most of all because of the word he had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And they accompanied him to the ship. 
According to Biblereasons Christians should consider the interest of others and help those in need. If someone asks you to pray for them, then pray. If someone begs for some water, food, or money, then give it to them. When you do these righteous things you are doing God’s will, working for God, and bringing happiness and blessings on others. And Rahab was not concerned about your own interests, but also be concerned about the interests of others. Phillipians 2:4. As the gentlemen explained to her the advantages and disadvantages she might experience by keeping her mouth shout, neither she was neither afraid nor enthusiastic at all. Her only motive seemed to save the lives of brothers in difficulty. People judge her as long as they want by saying it was unethical to have that stand but the most important was she helped to return safely to their Master.
Although the spies spoke like they were in a position of dominion and authority but Rahab knew that they were weak and needed help from someone and it happened she was the one who had to save them.
 8-Is it a sin to lie to save someone life? 
According to Webster  Dictionary, sin is defined as an immoral act considered to be a transgression against divine law. Frankly speaking, I don’t see any reason as an act that is immoral. I agree with one Theological Professor, Dr Isaac Lucien who said once “It rather eliminate a principle to save someone life”. Surely, as children of God, we, all, have to obey the law of God, including Rahab, who did an outstanding job in lying to save two individuals life. 
Like Sister White says about Jesus in the Gospel Workers in page 42.1, “awful weights of responsibility for the salvation of men are to be carried.” Making the right decision can be very challenging. I believe that Rahab has experienced a situation where she had to make a choice that might be critical depending on the individual analyzing or observing her decision on the issue. To me, she was not guilty of any wrongdoing for saving the two spies and used her common sense to save life while answering the two men from her own city. And I am strongly in line with my Biblical verse regarding that scenario and Sister White who reminds me again that people life is my responsibility as a Christian. In my view, helping and saving others shouldn’t be challenged ethically for ethic’s principle does not answer the entire question with regard to life.
9-CONCLUSION
 Christians or believers will agree that lying is the transgression of one of the Ten Commandments of God and it is also an affront to the Lord and the liars will not stay unpunished. Moreover, it states it clearly in the Bible “the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death” (Revelation 21:8). However, in the circumstance where Rahab‘s answer, she had two choices, one was to have the blood of the men in her hands and the second one was to violate the law of God to save life and ask for forgiveness later. Consequently, she opted for the latter. Although, lying is a sin but there is reasonable time that God would allow us to break the law to save someone’s life or save them from personal harm or injury.(Jack Wellman)
 In sum, the action of Rahab toward both groups may be judgmental but the real question is what would Jesus’s reaction towards two human beings whom their lives were in danger or in the hands or the enemies? I am sure; Jesus would have saved the individuals regardless their origin. While waiting the soon coming of Lord Jesus, let him be our model in everything decision we make without violating the moral principles and our Biblical beliefs.
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